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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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world begins with our relationships with God, and the Israelites had long since departed from the faith and godliness that secures it.  Thus they were blind to what would prevent the horror to come upon them in about 40 years.





Jesus is the solution that offers peace with God and fellow men (Ephesians 2:14-17).  Reconciliation with God and the resultant character it produces create a solid foundation for things that make for peace:  humility, service, respect, sacrifice and love.  Left to ourselves, vices such as covetousness, hatred, sectarianism and selfishness poison the atmosphere and suffocate peace.





Our desire for peace with God is tested when we sin.  Will our consciences lead to correction?  Peace with man is challenged when we are wronged.  Will we seek reconciliation?  Yes, peace is a wonderful thing, but it doesn’t grow naturally.  It must be cultivated.





Jim Jonas





     Do you ever wonder why God in His Word did not ordain a special holiday to celebrate the birthday of Jesus?  You do realize, do you not, that men have done it without Biblical instruction that should describe what would be appropriate. Of course, God has always carefully designed and defined those ceremonies that bear His approval and provide the spiritual worship He wants us to offer Him.  It is little wonder that a humanly planned celebration without Divine guidance, while perhaps innocent and well-intentioned at its beginning, has become so commercialized and secular.


     Now, why do you think God did not tell us to celebrate Jesus’ birthday with a special “holy day?”  I must confess that I do not really know.  That is something else God has not told us.  But may I suggest some things that, I believe, are true which might at least give us some thoughts to ponder.


     Notice this opening passage in the Gospel According to John.  It is telling us that Jesus (“the Word”) is God.  As God, He had no beginning.  Unlike Matthew and Luke, John’s Scripture reaches back before Jesus’ birth to His eternal existence.  Of course, He came into the world and “became flesh,” but His arrival in the form of a child is not the beginning of His conscious existence as it is with us.  The emphasis is not upon shepherds, angels, and stars in the gospels, but upon the eternally existent God the Son who came to bring God’s light and life to mankind.  Could it be that knowing us as He does, God did not want us to forget in a celebration of His 








through procedures to adopt children and bring them to a good life with Christians in America.  Those orphaned children have shed many tears in their young lifetimes thinking no one cared and no one was coming.  Now their tears are dried.  And we orphans in a lost world can have our fears and sorrows taken away by God’s Gift to us in sending His son.


     Second, John is saying God acted in the only way He could consistent with His character.  God is light.  God is life.  God is love.  John says, He let his light shine in darkness.  He offered life to any man dead in sin who will receive His Son.  He extended His love to you and to me in becoming flesh like ourselves.


     And third, John says God gave us the right to become His children, “born again” of God (v. 12-13); see John 3:3).  Ever receive a present on your birthday or at Christmas that was not well thought out; someone sent you something to get the gift-giving done?  Ever sent one like that?  Don’t you believe God ever did that!  He gave the most precious Person.  He planned it from eternity.  He did it out of the most sincere love possible.  Please accept His gift of Love as your greatest gift for all seasons!





____________________________








Jehovah is nigh unto them that 


are of a broken heart, and saveth such as are of a contrite spirit. Many are the afflictions of the righteous; but Jehovah delivereth him out of them all. 





		(Ps 34:18-19)








The Word Became Flesh?


By Colly Caldwell





“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.    He was with God in the Beginning.   Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.   In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind … …. The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth …. . No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has made him known”  (John 1:1-18, NIV).








birth that Jesus did not begin in a stable in Bethlehem.  He had existed eternally in heaven with God.  So to celebrate His birthday might be used by us in a way counterproductive to understanding His true nature?


     And also you might think of it this way.  Jesus came not to be celebrated in a romantic, touching, or sentimental way focused on Mary, Joseph, wise men as in the nativity scenes or like those moving Hallmark holiday specials Lynda likes so well.  His reason for coming is not found in His birth but in His death and resurrection.  While it is true, Matthew and Luke describe some of those aspects of Jesus’ birth to help us to understand that He was conceived by the Holy Spirit divinely, that truly a miracle brought about his conception, that He fulfills all prophecy concerning the Messiah, and that through all that, we are assured that it was truly God who came to save us.  But that 


salvation comes through His perfect life, His sacrificial death, and His miraculous 


resurrection. Isn’t that the real celebration God ordained for us to observe.  And we do that each first day of the week when we worship around the Lord’s table in a “Supper” vividly described and authorized for us in God’s Word.  We need to celebrate His real mission!


     So what is John really saying to us?  First, he is saying that Jesus’ coming into the world was God reaching out to man.  “God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.” I have two very dear friends who are in former Soviet states right now working





Things That Make for Peace





“Peace.”  Even the sound of the word has a pleasantness to it.  Christians and non-Christians alike have extolled its virtues and bemoaned its scarcity in the world.  The lack of peace brings anxiety, uncertainty, and restlessness.  Its presence brings calmness, serenity, a warm glow of security and hope.





So why isn’t there more of it?  The short answer is that many don’t really want it.  Other interests crowd it out, and though it is richness to the soul, peace can be subordinated by competing personal ambitions.





Jesus said, “I did not come to bring peace but a sword” (Matthew 10:34).  This is a statement of reality, not desire.  God wants peace and has provided the framework for it, but Jesus knew that opposing forces were at work that will counteract peace.





Jesus lamented regarding Jerusalem:  “If you had known…the things that make for your peace!  But now they are hidden from your eyes” (Luke 19:42).  Ultimate peace in this					Cont. on Page 3





FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Ron Wood home after a stay in 


the hospital; Jack and Joyce Green; 


Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her parents also; 


Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s Grandmother. 


 Dion Clarks mother; Mary Scott; recovering 


from knee surgery June Guyton; James and 


Irene Adams; Donna Simmons’ and her mother. 


Steve Huff’s mother; Annette Rogers; Donny


 Gilbert; Denise Bowman’s mother; Donnie 


Harper; Debbie Adams’ mother.  Susan 


Bisbing;  Harvene Vandergrift; Ansley Miles 


 possible eye surgery  


 Rhonda Ditter is recouping at home and doing 


better. Liz Jackson; Donna Jo Nash mother of 


Deanna and Debra remains in Northside but


she is showing signs of improvement. Her 


problem was caused by thin blood, not a clot.


Remember the Gilbert and Douthitt family in


your prayers.


Remember all of our babies and little ones.


__________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040
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MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Randal Rogers


Read Scripture--- Jeff Lentz


 Song Leader----Phil Schmidt


Lord's Supper—Kai Burk 


   Asst. 1-----Preston Jackson 


   Asst. 2-----Zach Rogers


   Asst. 3-----George Wilcox 


   Asst. 4-----Michael Burke


   Asst. 5-----Jeff Lacquement


2nd Prayer---Garrett Douthitt


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer--- Joe Phillips


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---David Ditter





Special Service


Led by Jeff Lentz





Lord's Supper—Kai Burk


Announcements—Matt Jones


Closing Prayer---Mark Robinson


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Todd Reynolds


 Invitation---Collins Boakye 


 Closing Prayer----Grant Hicks


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














